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GRIMSBY  PORT  HEALTH  AUTHORITY. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Port  Health  Committee,  acting  as  the 

Port  Health  Authority. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  report  for  the  year  1950.  It  is  made  in 
accordance  with  the  Regulations  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  which 
prescribe  the  duties  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

1.  Constitution  of  the  Port  Health  Authority. 

The  Port  Health  Authority  consists  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 
Burgesses  of  the  County  Borough  of  Grimsby,  acting  by  the  Council. 

2.  Limits  of  Jurisdiction. 

The  jurisdiction  of  the  said  Port  Health  Authority  shall  extend  to  so 
much  of  the  said  Port  as  abuts  upon  the  County  Borough  of  Grimsby,  as 
extended  by  the  Grimsby  Extension  and  Improvement  Act,  1889, 
together  with  the  waters  of  the  said  Port  within  such  limits,  and  the 
place,  or  places,  for  the  time  being  appointed  as  the  Customs  Boarding 
Station  or  Stations  for  such  part  of  the  said  Port,  and  every  other  place 
for  the  time  being  appointed  for  the  mooring  or  anchoring  of  ships  for 
such  part  of  the  said  port,  under  any  regulation  for  the  prevention  of  the 
spread  of  diseases  issued  under  the  Authority  of  the  Statutes  in  that  behalf, 
and  the  docks,  basins,  harbours,  creeks,  rivers,  channels,  roads,  bays,  and 
streams  belonging  to  that  part  of  the  said  Port  for  which  such  Authority 
is  constituted  as  aforesaid. 

3.  General  description  of  the  Port. 

Dock  dimensions  : — 

Water  Area 
Length  of  Quays 
Length  of  Railway  Track  ... 

Facilities  and  Equipment  : — 

Two  Graving  Docks  up  to  450  feet  long. 

Three  Slipways  comprising  : — 


138  acres 
6 miles 
81  miles 
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(a)  Three  berths  for  trawlers  160  feet  long  of  gross  weight 
i, 080  tons. 

(b)  Seven  berths  for  trawlers  150  feet  long  of  gross  weight 
660  tons. 


One  coaling  jetty  with  a capacity  of  1,600  tons  per  hour  (four 
conveyor  belts  each  with  a capacity  of  400  tons  per  hour). 

Three  coaling  jetties  (six  berths)  for  trawlers  with  a total  capacity 
of  720  tons  per  hour. 

47  electric  and  hydraulic  cranes. 

Hydraulic  sheer  legs,  60  tons. 


The  docks  are  operated  by  the  Docks  and  Inland  Waterways 
Executive,  and  are  five, in  number.  The  Alexandra  Dock  is  available  for 
vessels  discharging  timber,  wood-pulp,  salt  fish  and  salt.  The  Royal 
Dock  is  available  for  all  classes  of  general  cargo.  While  these  two  docks 
provide  excellent  facilities  for  the  discharging  and  loading  of  general  •; 
cargoes  as  well  as  coal  and  timber,  it  must  nevertheless  be  understood 
that  Grimsby  is  essentially  a fishing  port.  The  value  of  the  annual 
landing  of  fish  in  Grimsby  exceeds  that  of  any  other  port  in  the  world. 

The  fish  market  provides  305,850  square  feet  of  covered  area,  and 
approximately  one  mile  of  quay  affords  discharging  facilities  for  sixtv-six 
trawlers.  The  quantity  of  fish  landed  daily  ranges  from  four  to  five 
hundred  tons  during  the  winter  months  to  more  than  a thousand  tons 
during  the  busy  summer  period.  A summary  of  the  fishing  vessels 
operating  from  Grimsby  at  the  close  of  the  year  1950  is  as  follows  : — 


Deep  Water 
Middle  Water 
North  Sea 
Seiners 
Seiners 

Inshore  Vessels 


99  Trawlers 

- yy 

133 

56  Motor 
4 Steam 


TOTAL 
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Commercial  Docks. 

There  has  been  no  marked  change  during  the  year  in  the  services 
maintained  between  Grimsby  and  Scandinavian  and  Continental  ports. 

Local  shipbuilding  and  engineering  firms  have  experienced  a 
fluctuating  year  insofar  as  work  was  concerned.  The  biggest  job  under- 
taken locally  during  the  year  was  the  conversion  of  a one-time  four- 
masted  barque  for  use  as  a factory  ship  for  the  catching,  processing  and 
canning  of  shark  and  tuna  and  the  manufacture  of  by-products.  This 
vessel  was  re-named  “African  Queen  ” and  operates  off  the  West  African 
Coast.  The  work  was  carried  out  to  the  order  of  the  Colonial 
Development  Corporation. 

Association  of  Sea  and  Air  Port  Health  Authorities  of  the  British  Isles. 

For  the  second  time  in  the  history  of  the  Association,  the  Annual 
Meeting  was  held  in  Grimsby  from  the  7th  to  9th  June,  1950.  Seventy- 
seven  delegates,  including  two  from  overseas,  attended  the  conference, 
representing  some  38  Authorities  and  Government  Departments.  A 
number  of  papers  covering  all  aspects  of  sea  and  air  port  health  work 
were  read,  and  visits  of  interest  were  paid  to  factories  and  other  premises 
in  the  area.  There  was  also  a short  cruise  on  the  River  Humber. 

I would  like  to  thank  the  Officers  of  H.M.  Customs,  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  the  Immigration  Officer  and  the  Officials  of 
the  Docks  and  Inland  Waterways  Executive  for  their  ready  co-operation 
and  assistance  during  the  year. 

In  conclusion,  I would  like  to  express  the  thanks  of  the  inspectors 
and  myself  for  the  keen  interest  in  the  work  and  the  strong  moral  support 
shown  by  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Port  Health  Committee. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

JAMES  A.  KERR, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Port  Health  Office, 

Whitehall  Chambers, 

Wharncliffe  Road,  Grimsby. 

March,  1951. 
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i.  Amount  of  Shipping  entering  the  Port  During  the  Year. 

TABLE  A. 


Number  Inspected 

' Number 

Number 

of  vessels 
on  which 
defects 

Number 
of  vessels 
reported 

Number 

Tonnage 

By  the 
Medical 
Officer  of 
Health 

By  the 
Port 
Health 
Inspector 

Number 
reported 
to  be 
defective 

Vessels 
on  which 
defects 
were 
remedied 

were 

found  and 
reported 
to 

Ministry 

of 

Transport 

Surveyors 

as  having, 
or  having 
had 

during  the 
voyage 
infectious 
disease  on 
board 

FOREIGN 

Steamers 

225 

162,392 

5 

205 

8 

9 

1 

* Mo  tor 

272 

66,410 

2 

241 

1 

1 

Sailing 

Fishing 

2,135 

331,642 

3 

454 

118 

102 

Total  Foreign:— 

2,632 

560,444 

10 

900 

127 

112 

1 

COASTWISE:— 

Steamers 

208 

98,834 

3 

179 

12 

9 

*Motor 

147 

39,344 

2 

130 

6 

6 

Sailing 

Fishing 

5,594 

366,580 

3 

487 

105 

93 

3 

Total  Coastwise 

5,949 

504,758 

Q 

796 

123 

108 

3 

Total  Foreign  and 

Coastwise:  — 

8,581 

1,065,202 

18 

1,696 

250 

220 

... 

4 

* Includes  mechanically  propelled  vessels  other  than  steamers. 


The  numbers  of  vessels  of  less  than  ioo  tons  net  (not  included  in 
Table  A,  columns  i and  2)  entering  the  port  during  the  year  were  as 
follows  : — 


Type  of  Vessel 

British 

Foreign 

Total 

Steamships 

394 

394 

Motor  vessels 

429 

67 

496 

Canal  Boats 

238 

238 

Lighters 

240 

240 

Other  vessels 

933 

933 

Totals 

2,234 

67 

2,301 

The  total  net  tonnage  of  these  vessels  was  176,277  tons. 


All  figures  in  respect  of  the  number  and  tonnage  of  arrivals  were 
compiled  from  returns  supplied  by  the  Docks  and  Inland  Waterways 
Executive. 
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The  nationalities  of  the  vessels  inspected  and  re-inspected  during 


the  year  were  as  follows 
Nationality. 

Number  Inspected. 

Number  Re- inspected. 

British 

1,259 

193 

Dutch 

LS5 

15 

Danish 

91 

4 

Norwegian  ... 

69 

1 1 

German 

39 

6 

Swedish 

... 

33 

4 

Finnish 

27 

16 

Icelandic 

... 

25 

4 

Panamanian 

8 

5 

Faroese 

5 ' - 

3 

French 

3 

Costa  Rican 

1 

...  — 

Russian 

1 

— 

TOTALS 

... 

1,696 

261 

II.  Character  of  Trade  of  Port. 
Table  B, 


(a)  Passenger  Traffic  during  the  year. 


No.  of  Pf 

issengers 

1st  Class 

2nd  Class 

3rd  Class 

Tr’migrants 

Total 

Inwards 

Aliens 

498 

939 

British 

441 

Outwards 

Aliens 

422 

820 

British 

398 

(b)  Cargo  Traffic. 

The  following  tables  indicate  the  description  and  quantities  in  tons 
of  the  principal  imports  and  exports  during  the  year  1950,  as  compared 
with  1949  and  1948. 

Principal  Imports  : — 


Import 

1950 

1949 

1948 

Woodpulp 

99,915 

64,151 

54,538 

Scrap  Iron  and  Steel 

67,112 

52,466 

Timber 

51,338 

95,725 

66,255 

Bacon 

22,843 

12,530 

4,761 

Butter 

21,833 

14,639 

9,415 

Fish — frozen  .. 

441 

6,432 

1,972 

boxed  (fresh) 

14,149 

15,678 

16,701 

dried,  etc. 

1,229 

1,495 

1,647 

Eggs  

6,352 

8,091 

3,520 

Grapefruit 

4,454 

China  Clay 

4,147 

Ofial  

973 

2,007 

2,235 

Salt 

498 

1,238 

Miscellaneous  ... 

10,437 

18,603 

27,654 

TOTALS 

305,721 

293,055 

188,698 

8 


Fish  Landings. 

In  addition  to  these  imports,  208,465  tons  of  fish  were  landed  at  the 
Grimsby  Fish  Market  during  the  year.  The  following  table  provides  a 
comparison  between  the  weight  and  values  of  the  fish  landed  at  Grimsby 
during  1950  and  the  weights  and  values  landed  in  previous  years. 


Year 

Landings 

' 

Weight  in  Cwts 

Value 

1950 

7,420 

4,169,302 

£9,562,078 

1949 

7,548 

5,136  690 

£11,480,117 

1948 

7,641 

4,821,036 

£12,521,651 

1947 

7,153 

4,355,845 

£11,159,914 

1946 

6,310 

3,933,767 

£10,432,007 

1945 

4,338  - 

2,143,455 

£7,953,030 

1938 

14,353 

4,316,074 

£4,252,252 

Principal  Exports 


Export 

1950 

1949 

1948 

Goal 

692,533 

730,961 

792,258 

Basic  Slag 

16,195 

15,640 

16,677 

Iron  and  Steel  Manufactures 

6,947 

12,471 

8,169 

Iron  and  Steel 

6,102 

Machinery 

1,974 

2,045 

2,902 

Ammonium  Nitrate 

4,124 

9,736 

28,532 

Textiles 

3,425 

1,205 

5,520 

Shoddy 

1,425 

142 

Paper 

1,319 

Sugar 

16,357 

64,357 

Agricultural  Seeds 

4,533 

Miscellaneous 

5,706 

7,547 

48,279 

TOTALS  

739,750 

796,104 

971,227 

Belgium. 

Denmark. 

Faroes. 

Finland. 

France. 

Germany. 

Holland. 
Icela  nd. 
Norway. 


Poland. 

Portugal 

Russia. 

Spain. 

Siveden. 


(c)  Foreign  Ports  from  which  vessels  arrive. 

Antwerp,  Ghent. 

Esbjerg,  Frederikshavn,  FTederikssund,  Hobro,  Odense, 
Svenborg. 

Thorshavn. 

Abo,  Kaskoe,  Kemi,  Kotka,  Toppila,  Uleaborg. 
Boulogne,  Brest,  Caen,  Dieppe,  Dunkirk,  Fecamp, 
Granville,  Havre,  Rouen,  St.  Malo,  St.  Nazaire. 

Brake,  Bremen,  Bremerhavn,  Emden,  Hamburg,  Kiel, 
Stettin,  Wilhelmshaven,  Wismar. 

Amsterdam,  Harlingen,  Rotterdam. 

Reykjavik. 

Arendal,  Batsfjord,  Bergen,  Christiansund,  Drammen, 
Hammerfest,  Molde,  Oslo,  Stavanger,  Tromso, 
Trondhjem. 

Gdynia. 

Lisbon,  Setubal. 

Archangel. 

Cadiz. 

Farosund,  Gothenburg,  Hernosand,  Koping,  Lulea, 
Norrkoping,  Oskarshamm,  Skelleftea,  Stockholm. 


Medical  Inspection  of  Aliens. 

Annual  Return  by  the  Medical  Inspector  of  Aliens  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1950. 
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lotai  number  ot  Vessels  carrying  Alien  Passengers 
Number  of  Vessels  dealt  with  by  the  Medical  Inspector 


III.  Watek  Supply. 

Water  supplied  by  the  Grimsby,  Cleethorpes  and  District  Water 
Board  is  available  throughout  the  port  area. 

Commercial  Docks. 

Water  hydrants  have  been  fitted  at  the  coaling  jetties  and  on  the 
east  side  of  the  Royal  Dock  and  all  shipping  is  now  supplied  with  fresh 
water  direct  from  hydrants. 

Although  occasionally  this  arrangement  may  necessitate  the  moving 
of  a vessel  from  one  berth  to  another  when  water  is  required,  it 
constitutes  a system  which  is  greatly  to  be  preferred  to  the  use  of  water 
boats  ; it  is  anticipated  that  the  west  side  of  the  Royal  Dock  will  be  fitted 
with  hydrants  in  the  near  future. 

It  is  a matter  for  satisfaction  that  the  Docks  and  Inland  Waterways 
Executive  have  been  able  to  dispense  entirely  with  the  use  of  water  boats 
in  the  Grimsby  Docks,  as  however  efficiently  the  water  boat  may  deliver 
water  to  shipping,  delivery  direct  from  hydrants  is  the  more  hygienic 
method. 

Fish  Docks  and  District. 

An  adequate  supply  of  fresh  water  is  available  at  all  berths  in  the 
Fish  Docks  from  hydrants  situated  on  the  quaysides.  The  renewal  of 
the  water  main  between  Weelsby  Street  and  No.  3 Fish  Dock  is  well 
under  way  and  approximately  two  thirds  of  the  new  main  has  already 
been  laid.  Shortage  of  material  has  caused  some  delay  but  it  is  hoped 
to  complete  the  job  in  the  near  future.  The  new  main  should  result  in 
a greatly  improved  supply  of  water  to  the  many  fish  processing  and  other 
factories  situated  in  the  vicinity  of  No.  3 Fish  Dock. 

Fish  Market. 

On  the  fish  market  the  water  supply  for  cleansing  purposes  is 
obtained  by  gravitation  from  the  30,000  gallon  tank  in  the  dock  tower. 
The  water  is  pumped  to  the  dock  tower  from  the  Alexandra  Dock  and 
an  efficient  chlorination  system  ensures  freedom  from  contamination. 
The  water  is  used  for  all  cleansing  purposes  on  the  fish  market,  including 
the  washing  out  of  trawler  fish-rooms.  There  is  no  other  water  supply 
available  other  than  for  drinking  purposes. 

In  1947  the  Ministry  of  Food  held  an  investigation  into  the  question 
of  the  provision  of  an  adequate  water  supply  for  the  fish  market  and  high 
hopes  of  an  improvement  were  entertained.  With  the  advent  of 
nationalisation  and  the  coming  into  being  of  the  Docks  and  Inland 
Waterways  Executive,  it  was  hoped  that  a more  long-sighted  policy  would 
arise  and  that  the  financial  difficulties  with  the  local  Water  Board  would 
be  disposed  of.  Unfortunately,  the  situation  remains  as  before  and  we 
must  now  look  hopefully  towards  the  White  Fish  Authority,  to  whom 
the  special  attention  of  this  problem  is  drawn. 
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IV.  Port  Health  Regulations,  1933  and  1945. 

1.  Arrangements  for  dealing  with  Declarations  of  Health. 

Declaration  of  Health  forms  are  supplied  to  the  Pilots  and  Customs 

Officers  who  in  turn  distribute  one  to  each  vessel  arriving  from  a foreign 
port.  The  Declaration  of  Health  is  collected  by  the  Customs  Officer  or 
the  Port  Health  Inspector,  whoever  is  first  on  board.  The  forms 
collected  by  the  Customs  Officer  are  handed  to  the  Port  Health  Inspector 
as  soon  as  possible  and  not  later  than  0900  hours  daily. 

2.  Boarding  of  vessels  on  arrival. 

In  the  event  of  it  being  found  necessary  to  board  a vessel  in  the 
River,  facilities  are  available  for  the  Medical  Officer  and  Port  Health 
Inspector  to  proceed  by  tug.  Vessels  may  be  boarded  in  the  lock-pit, 
but  except  in  cases  of  emergency,  it  has  been  found  more  satisfactory  to 
board  vessels  after  they  have  been  moored  at  their  berths.  This  facilitates 
the  complete  mustering  of  the  crew  for  examination,  and  gives  the 
Medical  Officer  a longer  period  in  which  to  carry  out  his  work. 

3.  Notification  to  the  Authority  of  inward  vessels  requiring  special 
attention  (wireless  messages , land  signal  stations,  information  from 
Pilots,  Customs  Officers,  etc.). 

The  registered  telegraphic  address  of  the  port  is  “ PORTELTH,” 
and  vessels  fitted  with  the  necessary  transmitting  apparatus  can  send 
messages  to  “PORTELTH,  GRIMSBY,”  by  day  or  night.  Arrange- 
ments have  been  made  for  the  notification  of  the  Port  Health  Authority 
by  the  Customs  Officers  or  Pilots  of  vessels  requiring  special  attention 
on  arrival  in  port.  Local  shipping  agents  also  notify  the  Port  Health 
Authority  when  they  have  received  information  concerning  sickness  on 
board  an  expected  arrival. 

4.  Mooring  stations  designated  under  Article  10  : (a)  'within  the  docks, 

(b)  Outside  the  docks. 

(a)  Two  mooring  dolphins  in  the  centre  of  the  Royal  Dock. 

(b)  In  the  River  (i)  Off  Burcom  Buoy. 

(ii)  Off  Sunk  Spit  Buoy. 

5.  Particulars  of  any  standing  exemptions  from  the  provisions  of 
Article  qq. 

Fishing  vessels  as  such  are  exempted  from  rendering  a Declaration 
of  Health. 

6.  Experience  of  working  of  Article  16. 

The  instructions  set  out  in  Article  16  (i)  of  the  Port  Health 
Regulations,  1933  and  1945  have  been  printed  on  page  4 of  the 
Declaration  of  Health  and  no  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  the 
working  of  this  Article. 
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7 . Arrangements  for  (a)  Premises  and  waiting  rooms  for  medical 
examination,  (b)  Cleansing  and  disinfection  of  ships,  persons  and 
clothing  and  other  articles,  (c)  Premises  for  the  temporary  accommo- 
dation of  persons  for  whom  such  accomtnodation  is  required  for  the 
purposes  of  the  Regulations,  (d)  Hospital  accommodation  available  for 
Plague,  Cholera,  Yellow  Fever,  Smallpox  and  other  infectious  diseases, 
(e)  Ambulance  Transport  and  (f)  Supervision  of  contacts. 

(a)  There  are  no  premises  and  waiting  rooms  for  medical 
examination. 

(b)  When  a case  of  infectious  disease  has  been  removed  from  a 
vessel,  the  quarters  are  thoroughly  disinfected  by  the  staff  of  this 
Authority.  If  the  disease  is  vermin -borne,  the  quarters  are  adequately 
dealt  with  by  means  of  heavy  concentrations  of  H.C.N.  as  a fumigating 
agent.  Persons  are  cleansed  and  deloused  at  the  Springfield  Hospital, 
Scarthoe,  and  the  Burgess  Street  Clinic.  Articles  of  clothing  are 
disinfected  by  steam. 

(c)  Removal  by  Ambulance  to  the  observation  block  at  the 
Springfield  Hospital,  Scarthoe. 

(d)  The  fever  hospital  at  Laceby  and  the  Springfield  Hospital, 
Scarthoe. 

(e)  Ambulances  attached  to  each  hospital  are  available. 

(f)  Daily  supervision  by  Sanitary  Inspectors,  and  where  a contact 
is  proceeding  to  another  district,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  that 
district  is  informed  accordingly. 

8.  Atrangements  for  the  bacteriological  or  pathological  examination  of 
rats  for  plague. 

Examinations  by  the  pathologist  of  the  Central  Reference  Laboratory 
of  the  Grimsby  General  Hospital. 

q.  Arrangements  for  other  bacteriological  or  pathological  examinations. 

As  indicated  in  parapraph  8. 

io.  Information  as  to  the  available  facilities  for  the  diagnosis  and  treatment 
of  venereal  disease  among  tnerchaut  seamen. 

Every  vessel  entering  the  port  of  Grimsby  is  boarded  by  an  Inspector 
who  enquires  into  the  occurrence  of  venereal  disease  on  board.  Any 
person  suffering  from  this  disease  is  strongly  advised  to  attend  the  Special 
Treatment  Centre  in  Queen  Street  for  treatment  and  for  advice  as  to  the 
method  of  obtaining  further  treatment  at  other  ports  and  in  other 
countries.  Booklets,  pointing  out  the  dangers  of  delay  and  neglect  and 
giving  details  of  the  hours  of  attendance  and  the  location  of  the  Special 
Treatment  Centre,  are  placed  on  board  all  vessels.  Particulars  of  the 
examination  and  treatment  of  .seamen  at  the  Grimsby  Special  Treatment 
Centre  during  the  year  1950  are  as  follows  : — 
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Found  to  be  suffering  with  : — 

British 

Seamen 

Foreign 

Seamen 

Total 

(a)  Syphilis  ... 

8 

21 

29 

(b)  Gonorrhoea 

26 

76 

102 

(c)  Chancroid 

Found  not  to  be  suffering  from  V D. 

49 

89 

138 

Total  number  of  patients  examined 

83 

186 

269 

Total  number  of  attendances 

150 

437 

587 

ii.  Arrangements  for  the  interment  of  dead. 
Interment  locally  as  soon  as  possible. 


Table  C. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  landed  from  Vessels. 


Disease 

Number 

during 

Passengers 

of  cases 
the  year 

Crew 

Number 
of  vessels 
concerned 

Average  No 
of  cases  for 
previous  5 years 

Chicken  Pox 

2 

2 

0.6 

Measles 

1 

1 

0.2 

Poliomyelitis 

2 

1 

0.6 

Table  D. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  occurring  on  Vessels  during  the  voyage  but 
disposed  of  prior  to  arrival. 

NIL. 

During  the  year,  no  case  of  Plague,  Cholera,  Yellow  Fever,  Smallpox 
or  Typhus  occurred,  and  no  plague  infected  rats  were  discovered. 

V.  Measures  Against  Rodents, 
i.  Steps  taken  for  detection  of  rodent  plague  : — 

(a)  In  ships  in  the  port. 

All  ships  arriving  in  the  port  are  examined  by  the  rat  searcher  for 
evidence  of  rat  infestation,  special  attention  being  paid  to  vessels  from 
infected  ports.  Specimens  of  the  rat  population  are  obtained  by  trapping 
or  poisoning  and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination. 

(b)  On  quays,  wharves,  warehouses,  etc.,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  port. 

Systematic  trapping  and  poisoning  is  carried  out  by  the  rat  catchers 
employed  by  this  Authority  and  by  the  Docks  and  Inland  Waterways 
Executive.  A small  percentage  of  the  rat  carcases  are  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination. 


*4 


2.  Measures  taken  to  prevent  the  passage  of  rats  between  ships  and  shore. 

This  Authority  insists  upon  the  fitting  of  rat  guards  to  the  mooring 
lines  of  all  vessels  where  evidence  of  rat  infestation  has  been  noted. 

3.  Methods  of  deratisation  of  : — 

(a)  Ships. 

Hydrocyanic  Acid  Gas  is  the  fumigant  almost  exclusively  used  for 
the  fumigation  of  ships  for  deratisation  purposes.  This  work  is  carried 
out  by  local  contractors  under  the  supervision  of  the.  Port  Health 
Inspectors,  the  recommended  quantities  and  times  of  exposure  being 
adopted  as  a minimum.  When  time  permits,  post  fumigation,  trapping 
or  poisoning  are  carried  out  to  test  the  efficiency  of  the  fumigation. 

( b ) Premises  in  the  vicinity  of  docks  or  quays. 

Systematic  poisoning  is  carried  out  in  accordance  with  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries  recommendations.  Zinc  phosphide  is  the  poison 
chiefly  used,  with  arsenic,  ANTU,  and  Red  Squill  as  follow-up  poisons. 

4.  Measures  taken  for  the  detection  of  rat  prevalence  in  : — 

(a)  Ships. 

This  Authority  employs  a:  full  time  rat  searcher  who  boards  and 
inspects  all  vessels  entering  the  port  and  submits  a report -concerning 
evidence  of  rat  infestation. 

{b)  Shore. 

A full  time  rat  catcher  is  employed  by  this  Authority  and  periodical 
routine  inspections  of  all  premises  within  the  port  area  are  carried  out. 
Action  under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  is  taken 
when  necessary,  and  the  rat  catcher  undertakes  the  disinfestation  of 
premises,  the  occupier  paying  the  Port  Health  Authority  for  his  services. 
The  Docks  and  Inland  YVaterways  Executive  also  employ  a full  time  rat 
catcher,  and  during  the  year  a notable  feature  has  been  the  successful 
co-operation  between  this  operator  and  the  rat  catcher  employed  by  this 
Authority.  This  has  meant  that  any  large  scale  treatment  of  premises  by 
the  Port  Health  rat  catcher  could  be  timed  to  coincide  with  similar 
treatment  of  surrounding  railway  property,  thus  ensuring  maximum 
efficiency. 

5.  Rat  proofing  : — 

(a)  The  extent  of  the  rat-proofing  on  the  docks,  wharves,  warehouses,  etc. 
The  docks,  wharves  and  warehouses  can  be  considered  reasonably 

rat  proof. 

(b)  Action  taken  to  extend  rat-proofing  : — 

(i)  In  Ships. 

The  inspectors  and  the  rat  searcher  endeavour  to  secure  satisfactory 
rat-proofing  of  vessels,  special  attention  being  paid  to  storerooms,  food 
lockers  and  linings. 
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( ii ) On  Shore. 

The  rat  catcher  carries  out  periodical  routine  inspections  of  all 
premises  in  the  port  area  and  instructs  occupiers  concerning  rat-proofing. 
Where  necessary,  action  is  taken  under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by 
Pests  Act,  1949. 

District — Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

931  inspections  and  757  re-inspections  were  made  in  connection 
with  rodent  control  in  premises  and  the  following  work  was  completed  : — 


Premises  deratised 

51 1 

Premises  rat-proofed... 

34 

Rat  harbourage  removed 

1 1 2 

Rats  destroyed  during  the  year. 
Table  E. 

(1)  On  Vessels. 


Number  of 
Rats 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mch. 

Apl 

May 

June 

July 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec. 

Total 

in 

Year 

Black 

3 

25 

6 

45 

40 

20 

6 

60 

205 

Brown 

... 

... 

Species  not 
recorded 

Examined 

3 

2 

2 

2 

1 

io 

Infected  with 
plague 

... 

Table  F. 


(2)  In  Docks,  Quays,  Wharves  and  Warehouses. 


Number  of 
Rats 

Jan 

Feb 

Mch 

Apl. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Total 

in 

Year 

Black 

Brown 

800 

270 

610 

350 

550 

420 

295 

475 

480 

270 

275 

310 

5,10  5 

Species  not 
recorded 

Examined 

4 

2 

2 

4 

2 

2 

-i 

2 

2 

24 

Infected  with 
plague 

... 

In  Table  F,  the  figures  showing  the  number  of  rats  caught  include 
the  return  rendered  to  this  Authority  by  the  rat  catcher  employed  by  the 
Docks  and  Inland  Waterways  Executive,  Humber  Ports. 
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Rats  examined  for  Plague  or  other  Diseases. 

During  the  year  10  black  and  24  brown  rats  were  submitted  for 
examination.  The  report  from  the  Bacteriologist  was  in  all  cases  as 
follows 

“ Post  Mortem  examination  of  these  rats  revealed  no  evidence  of 
infection  with  B.  Pestis  or  other  diseases.” 


Table  G. 

Measures  of  Rat  Destruction  on  Plague  “ Infected”  or.”  Suspected” 
Vessels  or  Vessels  from  plague  infected  ports  arriving  in  the  Port  during 
the  year. 

NIL. 


Table  H. 

Deratisation  Certificates  and  Deratisation  Exemption  Certificates 
issued  during  the  year. 


Net  Tonnage 

1 

No  of 
Ships 

2 

No.  of  Deratisation  Certificates  issued. 

No.  of 
Derat- 
isation 
Exem- 
ption 
Certi- 
ficates 
issued 
8 

Total 

Certi- 

ficates 

issued 

9 

A f ter  fumigation  with 

After 
trap- 
ping, 
poison- 
ing, etc. 
G 

Total 

7 

H.C.N. 

3 

Sul- 

phur 

4 

H.C.N. 

and 

Sul- 

phur 

5 

Ships  up  to  300  tons  ... 

30 

30 

30 

from  301  tons  to  1,000  tons 

15 

I 

1 

14 

15 

„ 1,001  „ 3,000  „ 

4 

i 

1 

3 

4 

„ 3,001  „ 10,000  „ 

,,  over  10,000  tons  ... 

Totals 

49 

... 

1 

1 

2 

47 

49 

VI.  Hygiene  of  Crews’  Spaces. 
Table  J. 

Classification  of  Nuisances. 


Nationality  of 
Vessel 

Number 
inspected 
during  the  year 

Defects  of 
Original 
Construction 

Structural 
defects  through 
wear  and  tear 

Dirt,  vermin, 
and  other  con- 
ditions preju- 
dicial to  health 

British 

1,259 

4 

87 

185 

Other  Nations 

437 

1 

1 

4 

Details  of  defective  conditions  and  nuisances  found  and  remedied 


on  shipping  entering  the  port  during  the  year  Were  as  follows  : — 


DEFECTIVE  CONDITIONS 

AND  NUISANCES 

STEAMERS 

TRAWLERS 

Found 

Remedied 

Found 

Remedied 

DEFECTS  OF  ORIGINAL 

' 

CONSTRUCTION. 

Inadequate : — 

Heating  facilities  ... 

1 

1 

Lighting  (Artificial) 

1 

Lighting  (Natural) ... 

1 

Ventilation 

2 

2 

i 

Not  Provided : — 

Drainage 

1 

1 

Food  storage 

2 

1 

Washing  facilities  ... 

STRUCTURAL  DEFECTS  THROUGH 

2 

1 

WEAR  AND  TEAR. 

Defective : — 

Artificial  lighting  ... 

3 

3 

Bulkheads 

i 

Bunks 

4 

5 

Companion  ladders 

3 

2 

Decks 

ii 

ii 

24 

24 

Decklights 

6 

6 

4 

9 

Doors  ...  ... 

3 

3 

1 

Drainage 

2 

1 

Floors 

3 

3 

Hatchway 

2 

Heating  facilities  ... 

3 

2 

Lockers— clothes  ... 

4 

4 

8 

8 

,,  food 

1 

1 

10 

7 

,,  seat 

1 

1 

Portframes 

2 

2 

Portlights 

19 

15 

3 

4 

Sideplates 

1 

1 

1 

Skylights 

2 

2 

Stoves 

3 

2 

5 

4 

Stove  chimneys 

3 

3 

21  ' 

24 

Tables 

3 

3 

... 

... 

Ventilators 

11 

11 

10 

13 

Wash  basins 

6 

3 

Waste  pipes 

1 

1 

Washing  facilities  ... 

1 

1 

Water— service  pipes 

2 

2 

,,  tanks 

2 

3 

i 

1 

„ taps 

1 

■ „ pumps 

W C’s  complete 

i 

l 

3 

2 

3 

1 

W.O.  basins 

2 

4 

5 

W.C.  connections  ... 

2 

2 

1 

1 

W.C.  flushing  pipes 

2 

9 

2 

2 

W.C.  seats 

4 

4 

2 

2 

W.C  soil  pipes 

DIRT , VERMIN  AND  OTHER 
CONDITIONS  PREJUDICIAL 

2 

TO  HEALTH. 

Dirty  : — 

32 

Beds 

3 

7 

44 

Bunks 

107 

98 

1,037 

1,013 

Galleys 

11 

10 

46 

49 

DEFECTIVE  CONDITIONS 

AND  NUISANCES 

STEAMERS 

TRAWLERS 

Found 

Remedied 

Found 

Remedied 

Dirty  : — 

Lockers — clothes  ... 

105 

74 

267 

338 

,,  food 

46 

40 

192 

207 

„ seat 

35 

32 

47 

46 

,,  store 

2 

2 

2 

,,  transom  ...  ...  _ ... 

Messrooms 

36 

33 

18 

16 

11 

11 

Quarters 

28 

26 

63 

71 

Storerooms 

13 

6 

70 

72 

Sanitary  accommodation 

26 

20 

40 

47 

Wash  houses 

16 

14 

5 

5 

Water  tanks 

11 

10 

32 

37 

W.C.  pans 

6 

2 

14 

18 

Cooking  utensils 

9 

1 

Verminous  : — 

Quarters 

7 

6 

10 

9 

Beds 

6 

6 

Galleys 

3 

3 

12 

9 

Store  rooms 

1 

Pantries 

3 

3 

Other  Nuisances 

7 

9 

MEASURES  AGAINST  RODENTS. 
Rat : — 

Infestations 

3 

4 

22 

15 

Runs 

10 

10 

33 

28 

Harbourage 

4 

4 

6 

5 

Ck'li XV  Acco M MO D A TI  ON . 

Merchant  Vessels. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  general  improvement  in  the  living 
accommodation  in  merchant  vessels  has  been  maintained  during  the 
year.  No  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  securing  the  implementation 
of  the  inspectors’  recommendations  concerning  any  unsatisfactory  feature 
noted  in  the  course  of  inspections.  In  the  few  cases  where  it  was  found 
necessary  to  communicate  with  the  owners  of  vessels  forming  the  subject 
of  adverse  reports,  immediate  co-operation  was  forthcoming. 

The  almost  complete  absence  of  insect  vermin  from  shipboard- 
continues  to  form  one  of  the  most  encouraging  aspects  of  the  existing 
situation. 


Fishing  Vessels. 

The  standard  of  maintenance  of  the  crew  accommodation  in  Grimsby 
fishing  vessels  continues  to  be  very  high.  Co-operation  between  the 
owners  and  the  officers  of  this  Authority  results  in  the  work  of  the 
Department  being  carried  out  with  the  least  possible  friction. 
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Two  cases  of  slight  bed-bug  infestation  occurred  during  the  year, 
both  cases  involving  seine-net  vessels.  In  each  instance,  prompt  action 
resulted  in  the  eradication  of  the  pest,  and  precautionary  measures 
ensured  that  other  vessels  were  not  affected.  The  fact  that  the  re- 
appearance of  the  bed-bug,  even  on  such  a slight  scale,  caused 
considerable  concern  to  all  those  connected  with  the  vessels,  provides  an 
excellent  example  of  the  change  of  attitude  on  the  part  of  owners  and 
crew.  A few  years  ago  such  an  incident  would  have  been  accepted  as  of 
no  importance  or  significance,  whereas  now  the  presence  of  the  bed-bug 
is  regarded  as  something  demanding  immediate  and  drastic  action. 

The  success  achieved  in  the  war  against  the  bed-bug  has  encouraged 
the  officers  of  this  Authority  to  direct  their  attention  to  the  cockroach,  a 
seemingly  inevitable  pest  in  many  trawlers.  Two  trawlers,  heavily 
infested  with  cockroaches,  were  selected  and  experiments  with  various 
forms  of  insecticides  were  carried  out.  One  hundred  per  cent,  success 
was  finally  obtained  in  both  instances  and  the  insecticide,  which  was 
considered  to  possess  the  greatest  efficiency  combined  with  ease  of 
application,  was  recommended  to  trawler  owners  and  local  contractors. 
It  is  anticipated  that  the  next  few  months  will  witness  an  appreciable 
reduction  in  the  number  of  fishing  vessels  infested  with  cockroaches. 

Generally  speaking,  the  position  regarding  the  maintenance  of  the 
living  accommodation  in  Grimsby  fishing  vessels  is  that  a high  standard 
has  been  achieved  by  the  great  majority  of  owners.  In  the  cases  where 
action  by  this  Authority  has  been  found  necessary,  it  has  usually  proved 
that  the  vessels  under  consideration  belonged  to  owners  not  very  keenly 
interested  in  such  matters.  In  cases  where  the  crew,  or  part  of  the  crew, 
leave  the  vessel  at  the  end  of  each  trip,  the  upkeep  of  the  crew 
accommodation  is  usually  unsatisfactory. 

A study  of  the  records  reveals  that  the  vessels  giving  trouble  in  the 
matter  of  crew  accommodation  are  usually  the  vessels  which  figure  in  the 
condemned  fish  returns  ; it  is  possible  that  this  is  something  more  than 
a mere  coincidence. 

Inspection  of  Canal  Boats. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Part  X and  The  Canal  Boats  Regulations,  1878. 


238  canal  boats  entered  the  port  during  the  year  and  25  inspections 
were  carried  out.  The  following  defects  and  contraventions  of  the  Act 
and  Regulations  were  found  and  remedied  : — 


DEFECTIVE  CONDITIONS  AND  CONTRAVENTIONS 

Found 

Remedied 

Registration  Certficates  not  on  board 

2 

Registration  Marks  and  Numbers  not  clearly  shown 

3 

1 

Cabins  requiring  repainting 

2 

1 

Cabins  in  defective  condition 

2 

Cabin  deckhead  leaking 

1 

Cabins  inadequately  ventilated 

2 

Water  tank  inaccessible 

1 

20 


Canal  boats  trading  to  Grimsby  are  usually  registered  with  one  of 
the  following  Registration  Authorities  : — Hull,  Goole,  York,  Nottingham 
or  Leeds.  Trade  is  confined  chiefly  to  places  on  the  Rivers  Humber 
and  Trent. 

Generally  speaking,  the  crew  accommodation  on  board  the  canal 
boats  using  the  port  of  Grimsby  is  maintained  in  a satisfactory  condition 
and  the  defects  noted  are  usually  remedied  by  the  service  of  informal 
notices.  During  the  year,  two  formal  notices  have  been  served  on 
owners  in  respect  of  defects  and  contraventions  on  canal  boats,  and  no 
legal  proceedings  were  taken. 

No  case  of  infectious  disease  occurred  on  any  of  the  canal  boats. 
VII.  Food  Inspection. 

Public  Health  (Imported  Food)  Regulations,  1937-1948. 
Inspection  of  Fish. 

The  amount  of  fish  landed  from  fishing  vessels  at  the  Grimsby  fish 
market  during  the  year  was  208,465  tons,  representing  a value  of 
£9,562,078.  In  addition,  15,354  tons  of  fish,  imported  from  other 
countries,  was  landed  at  the  commercial  docks. 

All  fish  landed  was  subjected  to  routine  inspection  by  the  Food 
Inspectors,  and  the  quantities  and  descriptions  of  fish  found  to  be  unfit 
for  human  consumption  were  as  follows  : — 


Type  of  Fish 

We 

ight 

Tons 

Cwte. 

Qtrs 

Stns. 

Cod  

2,820 

5 

1 

1 

Haddock  ... 

1,296 

19 

2 

1 

Catfish 

387 

13 

1 

1 

Coalfish 

194 

1 

3 

1 

Dab 

42 

14 

1 

1 

Plaice 

21 

8 

1 

0 

Roe 

13 

17 

1 

0 

LiDg 

12 

15 

0 

1 

Whiting  ... 

11 

5 

2 

1 

Herring 

10 

15 

0 

0 

Skate 

9 

13 

2 

0 

Mackerel  ... 

8 

19 

1 

1 

Norway  Haddock  ... 

5 

13 

3 

0 

Tusk 

5 

6 

0 

1 

Lemon  Sole 

4 

14 

1 

0 

Halibut 

3 

0 

2 

0 

Witch 

2 

11 

1 

0 

Megrim 

1 

13 

3 

0 

Mock  Halibut 

1 

3 

0 

1 

Gurnard  ... 

14 

1 

1 

Dogfish 

8 

3 

0 

Hake  

8 

0 

1 

Monkfish  ... 

2 

3 

1 

Turbot 

2 

0 

0 

Bream 

1 

1 

0 

Flounder  ... 

2 

0 

Sole 

1 

0 

TOTAL  

4,856 

9 

2 

1 

21 


Inspection  of  Other  Foodstuffs. 

The  undermentioned  quantities  of  other  foodstuffs  were  landed  at 
the  commercial  docks  during  the  year,  and  routine  inspection  was 
carried  out  under  the  above  regulations  : — 


Bacon 

22>954 

Butter 

22,025 

Eggs  

6>557 

Fruit 

4)433 

Conserves  ... 

2,322 

Offal  

973 

Cheese 

2I5 

Fish  Preserves 

177 

Cooking  Fats 

108 

Cod  Liver  Oil 

55 

Cream 

36 

Cake  Filling 

27 

Sausage 

22 

Biscuits 

12 

Marzipan 

10 

Miscellaneous 

9 

TOTAL  ...  59)935  „ 


Details  of  these  foodstuffs  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption 
were  as  follows  : — 


Type  of  Food 

We 

ight 

Tons 

Cwts 

Qtrs 

Lbs 

Chitterlings 

19 

2 

0 

Bacon 

2 

1 

8 

ligg  Melange 

1 

0 

8 

Danish  Pork 

1 

23 

Jellied  Veal 

4 

Luncheon  Meat 

1 

TOTAL  

1 

3 

1 

16 

22 


Foods  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Inspection  of  Fish. 

Details  of  fish  condemned  ex  rail,  fish  merchants  and  other  sources 
during  the  year  under  the  above  Act  were  as  follows  : — 


We 

ight 

Type  of  Fish 

Tons 

Cwts 

Qtrs. 

Stns. 

Plaice 

27 

0 

2 

1 

Haddock  ... 

16 

17 

t 

1 

Mackerel  ... 

11 

3 

3 

0 

Whiting  ... 

8 

10 

1 

0 

Cod  

7 

19 

0 

1 

Dogfish 

7 

15 

1 

1 

Herring 

7 

10 

1 

0 

Sole 

4 

4 

2 

0 

Skate 

4 

3 

3 

1 

Cured  Fish 

2 

16 

3 

1 

Turbot 

2 

5 

3 

0 

Hake 

2 

4 

0 

1 

Prawn 

2 

3 

1 

0 

Conger  Eel 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Catfish 

2 

0 

3 

0 

Dab 

1 

11 

2 

0 

Halibut 

1 

8 

0 

0 

Lemon  Sole 

1 

6 

3 

1 

Whelk  

16 

0 

0 

Coalfish 

14 

2 

0 

Gurnard  ... 

11 

1 

0 

Witch  

10 

3 

1 

Roe 

7 

0 

1 

Crab 

6 

3 

1 

Lobster 

5 

0 

1 

Flounder  ... 

4 

3 

0 

Megrim 

3 

3 

1 

Salmon 

3 

0 

0 

Shrimp 

Trout 

1 

3 

0 

1 

2 

0 

Ling 

1 

1 

0 

Sprat 

Buckling  ... 

Brill  

1 

0 

3 

2 

0 

0 

1 : 

TOTAL 

117 

13 

3 

1 

Inspection  of  other  Foodstuffs. 

The  quantities  and  descriptions  of  other  foodstuffs  condemned 
during  the  year  under  the  above  Act  were  as  follows  : — 


We 

ight 

Tons 

Cwts 

Qtrs 

Lbs. 

English  Beef 

1 

2 

Tinned  Peaches 

4 

TOTAL 

1 

6 
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Disposal  of  Condemned  Food. 

All  fish  condemned  by  this  Authority  was  disposed  of  to  the  Fish 
Meal  Works.  Other  condemned  foodstuffs  were  either  destroyed  or  sent 
for  conversion  to  animal  feeding  stuffs. 

Public  Health  (Preservatives,  &c.,  in  Food) 
Regulations,  1925-48. 

During  the  year,  samples  of  powdered  sugar  fat  and  liquid  fish 
colouring  were  submitted  for  analysis  under  the  above  Regulations. 
The  Analyst  reported  that  all  these  samples  were  free  from  preservatives. 

Public  Health  (Imported  Milk)  Regulations,  1926. 

It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  these 
Regulations  during  the  year. 

Shell  Fish. 

There  are  no  shell-fish  beds  or  layings  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this 
Authority. 

Samples  from  each  consignment  of  imported  mussels  were  submitted 
for  bacteriological  examination.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  the 
bacteriologist’s  reports  indicated  some  deterioration  in  the  state  of 
cleanliness  of  these  mussels  and  it  was  found  necessary  to  detain  each 
consignment  pending  receipt  of  the  bacteriologist’s  report.  A warning 
was  issued  to  the  local  agents  for  transmission  to  the  shippers  and  no 
condemnations  were  involved  up  to  the  end  of  the  year.  Close 
observation  will  be  maintained  and  drastic  action  taken  if  necessary. 


Sampling  of  Food. 

Details  of  samples  of  food  taken  during  the  year  and  submitted  for 
bacteriological  or  chemical  examination  were  as  follows  : — 


Mature  of  Sample.  Reason  for  Examination. 
(a)  Bacteriologist. 

Meat  Pie.  Suspected  contamination. 


Ice  Cream.  Suspected  contamination 
(b)  Analyst. 

Powdered  Sugar  Fat.  Preservatives. 

Liquid  Fish  Colouring.  Preservatives. 


Result  of  Examination. 


Culture  ...  No  Salmonella, 
Faecal  Coli,  Staphylo- 
coccus pyogenes  or 
Enterococci  grown. 

Methylene  blue  was  not 
decolourised  in  q£  hours. 
B.  Coli  absent. 

Preservatives — absent. 
Preservatives — absent. 


GRAPH  SHOWING  MONTHLY  AMOUNTS  OF  FISH  CONDEMNED  EX-TRAWLERS,  1946  1950. 


24 


in 

g 


25 


Fish  Inspection. 


The  following  table  illustrates  the  upward  trend  in  the  proportion  of 
fish  condemned  on  the  Grimsby  fish  market  during  recent  years  : — 


Weight  of  Fish  in  Tons. 

Year 

Landed 

Condemned 

Percentage 

1938 

215,804 

542 

0.25% 

1945 

107,173 

356 

0.33% 

1946 

196,688 

1,920 

0.97% 

1947 

217,792 

3,731 

1.71% 

1948 

241,051 

4,583 

1.90% 

1949 

256,835 

7,307 

2.84% 

1950 

208,465 

4,856 

2.33% 

Although  the  quantity  of  fish  condemned  during  1950  was  alarmingly 
high  and  greatly  in  excess  of  the  figures  for  any  pre-war  year,  the  overall 
position  may  be  regarded  as  satisfactory. 


Within  the  industry  it  had  long  been  considered  obvious  that  the 
persistence  of  controlled  prices  was  having  a harmful  effect  on  the 
quality  of  the  fish  landed  and  it  was  confidently  predicted  that  the 
removal  of  controls  would  result  in  a return  to  pre-war  standards. 


Controls  were  lifted  during  the  Spring  of  1950  but  the  process  of 
returning  to  a satisfactorily  high  standard  of  quality  proved  slow  and 
laborious  and  the  Summer  was  well  advanced  before  the  improvement  in 
quality  commenced  to  be  reflected  to  any  extent  in  the  figures  for  fish 
condemned.  Nevertheless,  by  the  end  of  the  year  the  quality  of  the  fish 
landed  in  Grimsby  had  improved  to  such  an  extent  as  to  justify  the 
assumption  that  it  was  only  a matter  of  time  before  the  pre-war  standard 
would  be  achieved. 


By  agreement  between  the  Grimsby  Corporation  on  the  one  hand, 
and  the  local  fishing  industry  on  the  other  hand,  the  practice  of  sorting 
mixed  quality  fish  was  discontinued  on  September  1st.  From  that  date 
the  fish  exposed  for  sale  on  the  fish  market  was  either  passed  as  fit  for 
human  consumption  or  condemned  as  unfit.  This  change  in  procedure 
rendered  the  duties  of  the  inspectors  more  difficult  and  increased  the 
responsibility  of  their  decisions. 

The  improvement  in  the  quality  of  the  fish  has  resulted  in  a 
corresponding  decrease  in  the  quantity  of  mixed  quality  fish,  and 
although  this  problem  has  not  yet  been  nearly  eliminated  it  is  not  so 
troublesome  as  it  was  a few  months  ago  when  the  “sorting”  of  great 
quantities  of  mixed  quality  fish  was  a frequent  occurrence. 
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District— Sanitary  Conditions. 

Road  Surfaces. 

It  is  distressing  to  have  to  record  that  no  action  was  taken  during 
the  year  1950  to  alleviate  the  shocking  state  of  the  surfaces  of  some  of 
the  roads  in  the  older  part  of  the  fish  docks.  It  is  impossible  to  under- 
stand why  the  Docks  and  Inland  Waterways  Executive,  with  all  their 
vast  resources,  should  find  themselves  unable  to  effect  a remedy  for  this 
trouble.  Some  little  comfort  may  be  derived  from  the  fact  that  the 
re-surfacing  of  Maclure  Street  has  been  authorised  and  work  will  be 
commenced  when  the  necessary  materials  are  available.  But  Maclure 
Street  is  only  one  of  the  streets,  the  condition  of  which  are  so  bad  as  to 
demand  immediate  attention  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Docks  and 
Inland  Waterways  Executive  will  soon  be  in  a position  to  proceed  with 
the  necessary  work  at  a rate  more  in  keeping  with  the  urgency  of  the 
situation. 

Drainage. 

The  work  of  providing  inspection  chambers  at  the  more  troublesome 
sewer  bends  and  junctions  has  been  continued.  The  installation  of  these 
chambers  has  proved  a great  advantage  when  dealing  with  the  cleansing 
of  the  sewers. 

A new  9’  sewer  has  been  laid  to  modern  standards  in  Henderson 
Street  and  intercepting  chambers  installed  where  necessary.  There  are 
now  no  drains  in  Henderson  Street  having  direct  entry  to  the  sewer. 

Public  Conveniences. 

Of  the  conveniences  situated  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  commercial 
docks,  only  those  on  the  east  side  of  the  Royal  Dock  remain  to  be 
modernised.  The  Docks  and  Inland  Waterways  Executive  intend  to 
demolish  these  conveniences  and  erect  one  up-to-date  convenience  of 
sufficient  extent  to  serve  all  the  east  side  of  the  Royal  Dock. 

The  re-siting  and  modernising  of  the  Cross  Street  convenience  is 
provided  for  in  the  development  plan  for  the  Hutton  Road  area,  and 
it  is  anticipated  that  a start  will  be  made  on  this  work  during  1951. 

Fish  Processing  Premises. 

In  the  fish  processing  premises  situated  in  the  older  part  of  the  fish 
docks,  it  is  most  difficult  to  secure  the  maintenance  of  a satisfactory 
standard  of  hygiene.  A large  proportion  of  these  premises  cannot  be 
regarded  as  suitable  for  the  purpose  of  processing  a perishable  foodstuff, 
but  there  seems  to  be  little  possibility  of  any  improvement  in  the  existing 
situation  taking  place  in  the  near  future. 

Factories. 

Very  satisfactory  liaison  continues  between  H.M.  Inspector  of 
Factories  and  the  staff  of  this  Authority,  with  the  result  that  any  difficulty 
in  the  administration  of  the  appropriate  sections  of  the  Factories  Act  is 
reduced  to  a minimum. 
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Administration  of  the  Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948. 

Particulars  of  Inspections  and  Defects  found  and  remedied  during  /950. 

1.  Inspections  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

(1) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2, 

3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

107 

297 

5 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  to 
which  Section  7 applies  : — 

(a)  Subject  to  the  Local  Authori- 
ties (Transfer  of  Enforcement 
Order  1938)  

168 

136 

1 

(b)  Others 

(iii)  Other  premises  under  the  Act 
(Excluding  out-workers  premises) 

TOTALS  

275 

433 

6 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


Number  of  Oases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of 

Particui.ahs 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Refe 

rred 

cases  in 
which 

pros'ecutions 

were 

instituted 

(6) 

(1) 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 
(5) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

46 

58 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

1 

? 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

7 

7 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.l) 

(a)  insufficient  ... 

2 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

4 

4 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

Other  offences  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  Homework) 

49 

55 

TOTALS  

109 

126 
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Offensive  Trades. 

Fish  curing  and  the  manufacture  of  fish  meal  and  cod  liver  oil  are 
the  scheduled  offensive  trades  carried  on  within  the  port  area.  The 
premises  concerned  have  been  kept  under  constant  supervision  by  the 
Port  Health  staff  and  have  not  been  the  subject  of  any  complaint. 

District — Inspections  and  Re-Inspections. 

During  the  year,  the  following  inspections  and  re-inspections  of 
factories  and  other  premises,  etc.,  were  carried  out  under  the  appropriate 
Acts  and  Regulations 


/ nspections 

Re-Inspections 

Factories  with  power 

136 

76 

Factories  without  power 

48  ... 

89 

Fish  curing  houses 

84  ... 

130 

Fish  processing  houses 

165 

2x2 

Workplaces 

42 

72 

Shops 

41 

63 

Public  sanitary  conveniences 

24 

23 

Streets,  drains,  etc. 

6 

19 

TOTALS 

546 

684 

District — Sanitary  Improvements  Effected. 

During  the  year,  189  informal  notices  concerning  defects  and 
nuisances  were  served  on  owners  or  occupiers.  It  was  not  found 
necessary  to  take  any  legal  proceedings.  The  following  table  shows  the 
defects  and  nuisances  found  and  remedied  : — 


Defect  or  Nuisance 

Remedy 

Found 

Remedied 

GENERAL 

Defective  : — 

Artificial  lighting 

Repair/Renew 

3 

4 

Doors 

>» 

6 

7 

Floors 

n 

11 

11 

Road  surfaces 

) * 

2 

2 

Roofs 

n 

14 

17 

Skylights 

it 

2 

2 

Stairways 

n 

I 

2 

Walls 

1 1 

16 

12 

Window  frames 

it 

10 

12 

Window  panes 

Reglaze 

69 

86 

Yard  surfaces 

Relay 

4 

4 

Dirty  : — 

Factories  with  power 

Cleanse  and 

2 

3 

Factories  without  power 

Paint/Limewash 

10 

8 

Fish  curing  houses 

it 

13 

41 

Fish  processing  houses  ... 

It 

20 

19 

Messrooms 

tt 

5 

5 

Stairways 

»» 

13 

14 

Storerooms 

*» 

11 

5 

Workplaces 

19 

4 
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Defect  or  Nuisance 

Remedy 

Found 

Remedied 

Inadequate: — 

Artificial  lighting 

Improve 

1 

Heating  facilities 

,, 

1 

Ventilation 

1 

1 

Not  provided  : — 

Artificial  lighting 

« 

Provide 

1 

1 

Food  storage 

1 

1 

Heating  facilities 

M 

1 

1 

Refuse  storage 

-* 

1 

Miscellaneous  : — 

Accumulations  of  refuse 

Remove 

30 

18 

Other  nuisances 

Abate 

10 

8 

DRAINAGE 

Drainage  : — 

Defective 

Repair/Renew 

14 

11 

Inadequate 

Improve 

4 

2 

Not  provided 

Provide 

1 

Choked  : — 

Drains 

Clear 

24 

24 

Eaves  gutters 

, , 

12 

10 

Septic  tanks 

t» 

1 

2 

Gullies 

2 

1 

Manholes 

- 

3 

3 

Defective  : — 

Eaves  gutters 

Repair/ Renew 

20 

15 

Fresh  air  inlets 

.. 

3 

1 

Floor  drainage 

1 t 

2 

12 

Gullies 

15 

; Inspection  chambers 

f t 

1 

2 

Inspection  chamber  covers 

1 > 

5 

9 

Rain  water  pipes 

M 

16 

16 

Septic  tanks 

>* 

2 

2 

Soil  pipes 

»* 

4 

4 

Waste  pipes 

4 

3 

Not  provided  : — 

Fresh  air  inlets 

Provide 

2 

i Floor  drainage 

f ) 

i 

1 

Gullies 

8 

8 

Gully  covers 

M 

1 

2 

Inspection  chambers 

l • 

11 

11 

Inspection  chamber  covers 

t » 

1 

2 

Intercepting  traps 

J) 

6 

5 

Waste  pipes 

" 

2 

2 

SANITARY 

A CCOMMODA  TION. 

Sanitary  Accommodation  : — 

Defective 

Repair/Renew 

4 

3 

Dirty 

Paint/Limewash 

38 

41 

Inadequate 

Increase 

1 

"i 

Not  provided 

Provide 

1 

Not  lighted 

Light 

4 

9 

Not  marked  for  sex 

Mark 

3 

3 

Not  adequately  ventilated 

Ventilate 

3 

1 

3° 


Defect  or  Nuisance 

Remedy 

Found 

Remedied 

Defective  : — 

Flushing  cisterns 

Repair/Renew 

11 

9 

Hot  water  supply 

1 

1 

W.C.  connections 

2 

W.C  pans 

» 1 

2 

3 

W.C.  seats 

2 

4 

Wash  basins 

2 

2 

Dirty  : — 

Public  conveniences 

Cleanse/Limewash 

7 

13 

Urinals 

5 

5 

Wash  places 

3 

3 

W.C.  pans 

1 1 

6 

6 

Not  provided  : — 

Chemical  closets 

Provide 

2 

2 

Hot  water  supply 

tt 

1 

1 

Urinals 

1 

1 

Washing  facilities 

1 

5 

Water  supply  pipes 

t » 

3 

2 

W.C.  seats 

3 

3 

W.C.  flushing  systems  ... 

.. 

2 

2 

Fish  Market — Sanitary  Conditions. 

During  the  Summer  of  1949  a very  objectionable  odour  from  the 
water  of  No.  2 Fish  Dock  formed  the  subject  of  many  complaints  to  this 
Authority.  The  dredging  which  was  carried  out  during  1950  may  have 
had  some  effect  in  removing  the  cause  of  the  odour  ; at  any  rate  the 
nuisance  was  much  less  pronounced  during  1950.  Unfortunately,  there 
is  little  ebb  and  flow  in  Nos.  1 and  2 Fish  Docks.  This  problem  was 
not  given  sufficient  consideration  when  the  No.  3 Fish  Dock  was 
constructed.  Similarly,  the  rate  of  flow  of  the  River  Freshney  is  not 
sufficient  to  refresh  the  water  of  the  Alexandra  Dock,  but  there  is  no 
nuisance  caused  by  the  continuous  adding  of  fish  offal  in  the  latter  dock. 


Ice  Chests. 

The  icing-back  of  fish  by  fish  merchants  is  a practice  which  has 
many  disadvantages,  but  it  seems  to  be  an  unavoidable  necessity  under 
existing  conditions  of  distribution. 

The  ice-chests  which  are  used  by  the  merchants  for  storage  purposes 
consist  of  large  wooden  chests,  the  interior  of  which  are  lined  with  sheet 
metal,  usually  zinc.  Despite  the  best  efforts  of  the  Port  Health  staff, 
great  difficulty  is  experienced  in  securing  the  maintenance  of  these  ice- 
chests  in  a satisfactory  hygienic  condition.  However  efficiently  the  sheet 
metal  lining  is  secured,  corrosion  soon  becomes  evident  and  filth  finds 
its  way  between  the  lining  and  the  wood.  Re-lining  is  necessary  at 
surprisingly  short  intervals,  an  expensive  operation  which  is  now  rendered 
more  difficult  by  shortage  of  material. 
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It  is  interesting  to  note  that  a local  firm  has  produced  an  ice-chest, 
the  structure  of  which  is  a departure  from  the  orthodox.  In  this  ice- 
chest  the  sheet  metal  lining  is  dispensed  with  ; the  interior  of  the  chest 
is  lined  with  a hard  impermeable  plaster  superimposed  on  a base 
composed  of  expanded  metal  and  cement.  The  result  is  a smooth  and 
easily  cleansed  surface  from  which  all  corners  and  crevices  have  been 
eliminated,  and  a much  better  degree  of  insulation. 

The  plaster  surface  is  similar  to  that  used  in  some  trawler  fish  rooms 
and  there  seems  little  doubt  as  to  its  durability.  In  any  case,  it  seems 
safe  to  say  that  this  chest  represents  a distinct  advance  as  far  as  cleanliness 
is  concerned,  and  is  an  innovation  which  might  be  extended  with 
advantage  to  other  utensils  such  as  filleting  troughs. 

Fish  Market  Containers. 

There  are  about  thirty  thousand  ten-stone  aluminium  alloy  fish 
containers  on  the  Grimsby  fish  market.  The  state  of  cleanliness  in 
which  these  containers  are  maintained  leaves  a very  great  deal  to  be 
desired  and  it  is  unfortunate  that  the  owners  are  not  yet  in  a position  to 
carry  out  cleansing  by  steam. 

It  was  anticipated  that  the  steam  cleansing  plant  would  be  ready  for 
use  during  1949  but  lack  of  material,  particularly  steel,  has  caused  a 
series  of  delays  and  at  the  time  of  writing  the  position  in  respect  of  these 
containers  remains  very  unsatisfactory.  However,  the  Grimsby  Exchange 
anticipate  that  the  steam  cleansing  plant  will  be  ready  for  use  during 
F'ebruary,  [951,  and  it  is  confidently  predicted  that  the  dirty  fish 
containers  will  then  be  efficiently  dealt  with. 

Fish  Boxes. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  little  improvement  can  be  recorded  in  the  state 
of  cleanliness  of  the  fish  boxes  used  for  distributing  fish  throughout  the 
country.  Fish  boxes  continue  to  arrive  back  in  the  Grimsby  box  yards 
from  inland  in  a filthy  state  and  there  appears  to  be  no  remedy  for  the 
problem  as  long  as  the  co-operation  of  the  retailer  is  not  forthcoming. 
In  Grimsby  the  Box  Pool  carry  out  the  cleansing  of  certain  types  of  fish 
boxes  before  they  are  re-issued  to  the  merchants,  but  frequently  the  boxes 
are  returned  from  inland  in  such  a dirty  state  as  to  render  impossible  the 
maintenance  of  a reasonable  state  of  cleanliness. 

It  is  now  certain  that  the  achievement  of  the  desired  standard  of 
hygiene  is  impossible  under  existing  conditions  without  the  whole-hearted 
co-operation  of  every  individual  figuring  in  the  chain  of  distribution,  and 
Sanitary  Authorities  throughout  the  country  are  included  in  this  category. 

Transport  of  Offal. 

While  the  alleged  nuisance  is,  strictly  speaking,  not  said  to  occur 
within  the  area  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Port  Health  Authority,  it 
must  be  mentioned  that  there  have  been  frequent  complaints  of  nuisance 
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through  offal  being  transported  in  the  populous  districts  of  the  West 
Marsh  from  the  Dock  Estate  on  the  way  to  the  fish  meal  works. 
Unfortunately,  the  available  byelaws  are  not  as  comprehensive  as  some 
of  the  corresponding  byelaws  in  Scotland. 


P"ish  Market — Inspections  and  Re- Inspections. 


The  following  inspections  and  re-inspections  were  carried  out  on 
the  fish  market  during  the  year  : — 


I nspections 

Fish  Merchants  Stands 

77° 

Box  Lofts 

266 

Offices 

44 

Re-Inspections 
. 461 

3 2 

11 


TOTALS  ...  1,080 


504 


Fish  Market — Sanitary  Improvements  Effected. 

The  following  defects  and  nuisances  were  found  and  remedied  : — 


Defect  or  Nuisance 

Remedy 

Found 

Remedied 

Defective  Fisli  Bins 

Repair/ Renew 

62 

9C 

Dirty  Box  Lofts 

Cleanse 

50 

34 

Dirty  Fish  Barrels  in  use  ... 

y 

342 

328 

Dirty  Fish  Boxes  in  use  ... 

yy 

324 

324 

Dirty  Fish  Bins 

yy 

125 

96 

Dirty  Utensils  in  use 

" 

735 

648 

Welfare  Work. 

An  efficient  first  aid  and  emergency  medical  service  is  available  to 
everv  person  employed  on  and  about  the  fish  docks.  A part  time  medical 
officer  is  in  charge,  assisted  by  four  surgery  assistants  qualified  in  first  aid. 

The  medical  officer — Dr.  John  Lanny — has  kindly  supplied  the 
following  statistics  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year. 


Fishermen’s  Clinic  : — 

Total  consultations  ...  ...  ...  1,105 

Routine  examinations  ...  .,.  ...  2,813 

Compensation  surveys  ...  ...  ...  8 

X-Ray  examinations  ...  ...  ...  53 

Cases  referred  from  first  aid  station  ...  130 

Fish  Dock  First  Aid,  Station  : — 

New  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  6,118 

Total  attendances  ...  ...  ...  27,531 


In  addition,  642  trawler  medicine  chests  and  first  aid  boxes  are 
inspected  regularly  and  maintained  in  an  up-to-the-minute  state  of 
efficiency. 
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Docks  Medical  Service. 

The  National  Dock  Labour  Board,  in  accordance  with  its  statutory 
duty  under  the  Dock  Workers  (Regulation  of  Employment)  Act,  1946, 
to  provide  a Port  Medical  Service  where  this  does  not  already  exist, 
opened  a temporary  Medical  Centre  adjacent  to  the  Royal  Dock  on  the 
16th  November,  1949.  The  Centre  is  designed  to  deal  with  the  treatment 
of  injuries  and  sudden  illness  occurring  at  work  and  is  staffed  by  State 
Registered  Nurses  under  the  direction  of  the  Board’s  Medical  Officer  for 
the  Humber  Ports.  The  skilled,  prompt  attention  to  minor  injuries  is  a 
valuable  piece  of  preventive  work  and  undoubtedly  many  man  hours  are 
saved  in  this  way.  Further,  by  attending  regularly  at  the  Centre  for 
dressings,  which  are  done  under  asceptic  conditions,  much  loss  of  time 
in  attending  doctors  surgeries  and  out-patient  departments  is  avoided 
and  overcrowding  reduced.  Recently,  facilities  for  simple  physiotherapy 
have  been  added. 

During  1950,  8,127  treatments  were  given  at  the  Centre. 

♦Registered  Dockers  ...  ...  ...  6,878 

Port  Authority  (i.e.  Docks  and  Inland 

Waterways  Executive)  641 
British  Railways  ...  ...  ...  141 

Other  users  (i.e.  firms  working  on  or  near  the  docks)  467 
♦(Lumpers  are  registered  dock  workers  and  are  included  in 
this  figure). 

The  nature  of  the  cases  treated  shows  a great  preponderance  of 
injuries  to  the  fingers  caused  during  handling  operations.  Too  many  of 
these  are  septic  at  first  attendance.  In  one  series  of  438  consecutive 
accidents,  these  numbered  no  less  than  72.  Although  this  figure  is 
exceptionally  high,  it  is  hoped  that  the  incidence  will  fall  to  nil  when  the 
work  of  the  Centre  is  more  widely  known  and  the  importance  of  prompt 
treatment  for  even  minor  injuries  is  properly  appreciated. 

The  Centre  endeavours  to  work  in  the  closest  liaison  with  general 
practitioners  in  the  area,  the  local  hospital  and  the  local  authority  and 
undoubtedly  fills  a long  felt  need  on  the  docks.  The  possibility  of  a 
Centre  more  conveniently  situated  for  the  use  of  fish  dock  workers  in 
order  that  the  whole  of  the  dock  working  hours  could  be  given  adequate 
cover  is  being  investigated. 

In  addition  to  the  casualty  service,  the  National  Dock  Labour  Board 
has  a residential  rehabilitation  centre  at  Salford.  This  is  available  for 
registered  dockers  from  the  Humber  ports  following  illness  or  operation 
provided  that  this  course  is  approved  by  their  own  medical  attendants, 
and  is  designed  to  return  them  fit  for  all  forms  of  dock  work. 

The  general  health  of  registered  dock  workers  is  kept  under  review 
and  whenever  possible  within  the  provision  of  the  Scheme,  a man  is  sent 
only  to  those  jobs  which  he  is  able  to  perform  without  detriment  to  any 
physical  disability  which  he  may  have.  A sickness  absence  analysis  of 
registered  dock  workers  in  Grimsby  has  been  carried  out,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  further  work  on  these  lines  will  be  sanctioned. 


